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‘f’_s‘nér,’ will travel to Arco and teach *

l
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v The Experlmental Breeder Reactor-l Museum is one of the tourist attrac-- l

-tions tHat will bé featured on a newButte County website being con- |
structed as a result of a partnershlp between ldaho Nattonal Laboratory l

and Bmse State UnlverSIty

. By Corey. Taule- N
- Butte County has h1stor1cally been

—and likely will.remain —one of Ida-
ho’s least _populated places. Those *

Darlmgton home do so.for a reason.-

They like a llttle elbow room

And yet folks..in Butte. County |

understand théy need a'stable and 'f"throughout Idaho.

: lgrowmg economy: new busmesses

; commg in and old ones contmumg '
- to prosper They want a place attrac-
tive to visitors. The idea, of course,’

is to create somethmg solid enough

to provrde a . foundation for thelr' *"When the grant money- is.. gone "and '

4

. hardy . folKs: who-call towns such as .| “intends to accompltsh
- Moore, Arco;"Howe, Butte City and

children-and grandchtldren S0 they i

_too mightmake a living and raise

Southem Butte.” = ¥

_They’ve ‘watched: oaer the past l

four decades as Butte County’s pop-

clmed from 3,342 in 1980 to 2, 622 |

in2014, accordmg to Census Bureau

data.

.- ulation has slowly but steadily de- 4

|

lpromotes economic development

‘The q\uestton then, is how does

unique? :
Spend time in this remote 2, 232

- square-milg county ‘and you come
" to understand something, There is a

. great spirit to this place, a real sense’

.a place such ‘as Butte County pros-'
per w1thout losmg what makes it |

- of community pride. These folks are .

“in thi$ together, and-prefer to' do for
- themselves. Give them ;tools and

th_e_yg\ylll__hut_ld__
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U:economtc development Cece Gas-‘

- e e

‘ That’

] §” precisely- what a partner- |
" sh1p between Idaho National Labo-

ratory and Boise State Umverstty ‘

lSvery year, INL contractor. Bat-ff
telle Energy Alliance (BEA) awards. -
l thousands of dollars in technology- -}
- based economic developme'nt. grants .
Recently, -INL*

All have one thmg in common:

the academics are' ‘back in Boise,

| 'the folks in Buitte County will jhave
»\therr_famrlres,m the shadow oszrgml

more of the sktlls and tools |they
;need to prosper.” - . 1
-“That’s what I really hke bout
thls project,” said Amy Ltentz INL's
d1rector of partnershlps engagement:
«and technology deployment1 “It,

, | gave $17,500 = one of the.larg-- |
"ést grarit awards of 2017 ~ to lhelp :
“BSU’s, Idaho Pollcy Instttute 1rpple- i
; ment three projects. . . .. i

IR

entrepreneurshtp and -innovation in-

a way that fits the/peoplé in Butte
,County- and will contmue to serve

1them for many years . ak _
PrOJect No.1. = : ”r|

i

A major challenge for small, rural _

communities ;in a world changmg ! i
i rapidly’is lecal business: supportmg
it thosé-already in existence and help
i ing create an’ atmosphere in w jich
{1 new compameslcan not only sur- ;‘\
: l vive, but thrive. The: key is mforma- .

} tion and adaptatlon

This spring, ‘BSU’s dtrectorI of

I

entiepreneurial skills to anyone in-

‘. terested, from local business own- .

cers. to folks who would follow-in |
| their footsteps. Momca Hampton, |
*. Butte County’s economlc develop-. ;
' ‘ment director, said she’ ‘antigipates

an all-of-the- above effort a“holistic
approach,” that encompasses' leadj

e

ership skills and strategic strategies |
“that can thake or break a ﬂedglmg .

enterprtse

Best of- all ~Hampton- said, ths

. will not-be a one- t1me event.

“They 1l train me, ‘and then’] can;"“f.
\ continue that educatron
* . Project No.?2 :
~ Imagine you’re from South Caro-3"-'

she sa1d

lma or New Hampshire .or, Italy,_

anywhere far - away - enough from
eastern Idaho to. lack. famthartty K

with the area. This is, of course, one

‘of . the. bést, places ‘from ‘which to .
view' thts summer’s-solar eclipse. "
That pidues ryour mterest and you‘

plan anouting, * - ° i

Beyond the’ ecllpse you’re look- s
'| ing. forward' to htttmg the region’s -
hlghllghts Yellowstone and ‘Grand. .
Teton natronal parks, Craters of the :

' Moon and, if perchance you - ‘are
.among the 19 percent of Amﬂerlcans
. who ‘réceive. ‘electricity as a result

of ‘nudlear power, the Expertmental.

_ Breeder‘ Reactor-1 Museum.

“You'Want to know more. about the

commumtres betwéén EBR-1- and'

Craters of the Moori, a ‘nice motel
tand vvell-revrewed local eatery, for: -
mstant;e So, you Google *Butté

* County” and find yourself reading " -
" about the cities of Biggs,.Chicd and™
! Paradrse, hotels in the Sacramento

S SN0 U UV I AN DU S

|
]

varea anda construction update on 5

i Otegon Gulch Road Brtdge across
Moms Ravine. :

Yes, this Butte County i§ in Cal)-'

l fornia. And no, Idaho s Butte County
+ doesn’t have its own.website tordi--’

i
)
b
'
'
Al

; Tect visitors fo comfy motels, charm- :

o ing restaurants. or places of mterest, ,

such as the countys many’ ATV |
tratls hiking at Big Southern Butte,

mountain cltmbmg at Dtamond Peak l

3

A That however is changmg

< et e e e

l or to examine: the mysteries of the* }
1 Brg and’ Ltttle Lost Rivers, whrch i
i sink into’ the Snake. Rlver Plain. .

'|
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togethe

-ect, which’ consists of one taculty
" member and a student. assistant, is"
burldmg a website for the county: *
The goal, Hampton said, is not-only .-

. from whrch to begin, but also to.lse

nesses and encourage startups.
“We are trying to bring more tour-

region, we do need.to make sure we
z continue. to do a good job working -,
together ‘ '

Pro;ect No.3 .
Somebody starts*a new business.

! the new website and, decides the
product is worth driving to Arco.
What do you want them-to see ‘when. .

they pull into town? The answer, .

if you’re Butte County, Idaho, is a

"friendly and approachable place .

-with a beautification effort. that’
‘ showcases the commumty 'S umque
i relatlonshlpt/oatomrc'enefrgy N

N Butte County, with help from Idaho Natlonal Laboratory and Boise Stat
l Unrversrty“has begun'a beautification prorect that celebrates the co -:;
munltys hrstonc t|es to atom|c energy L o

| R

Butte county

i ' BSU’s technical staff for this pro1-

to ‘offer poténtial visitors a "place "

. this space to market exrstmg busi-, :

ists here,” Hampton said. “But as a ;

e But how’ does one do that" '

An mterested customer’ finds it on "

- RO ) PRI P P

) "The hrghlrght of that relatronshrp
“"occurféd on July 17, 1955 when :

Arco the world’s first commumty to .
- be powered by nuclear fission. o

INL’s BORAX Il reactor miade !
i

. and recently returned;to head its eco--

', sized that the project must showcase:
¢ Buite County s pride in its hrstory, .
; ‘and proximity to the, natron sslead 4
g«nuclear research and development i
-laboratory. .

* Perhaps 'in a’ series of: art pror-
" ects. throughout the “county 'seat,
Arco,'srmrlar to the - imaginative '
benches one wrll ﬁnd in ldaho Falls, ;
onily ‘with ‘a screntrﬁc theme Or -
-on plaques throughout town “¢om-
memoratmg the people and. places
- thét have helped develop the energy
source that provides 63 percent of-
“ this natron S carbon-free electrrcrty N
Murals ‘could bé -creatéd and. dis- "
played throughout Arco The possr-

Hampton, who grew upin the area

i
riomic. development effort; empha- i
l
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bllrtres are endless and wrll in the
end, be detennmed approprlately
- by members of the, co?nmumty
. “The mare'we talked the more we:

thought the best way g get commu-’ :

.. nity support and buy-in to.this effort’
was to find somebody local to do:the .
- art prece.” said Greg Hill, drrector ot
BSU ’s-Idaho Policy,. lnstrtute

. Hampton said this part of the. Butte

3 County/lNL/BSU three-legged stool

isn't just"about titillating tourists..
“Too . ‘often,  in strlvmg for - bigger;
,+-and-better, we' forget abput the here -,
-and now - those people we'. started

~off. tall\mg about'"in, theé: bez,rnmnz,.l
these hardy folks:‘who have for gen-* .

g erationis called the Lost River Valley ’
i home. and aren’t plannme to leave
’. anytimesoon, : .\ -

" “This-is"a good.place to lrve,

nic; we have wonderful people who -
live here and contribute to our.com-
mumty We want to make the good

ourselves e "

Reasons for domg ‘
 Battelle Energy Alliance‘is a near—

‘
3

+ . profit formed to improve . the world

through scientific: achlevement and

" the accumiilation of knowledge. .

i

Hampton said.*Not ‘only is"it sce-% .::

ly lOO-year-old Olno-based non--

Tlnrty percent of lNL s \vorl\torce' ,
rs at least: 50 years of"age, and the .
laboratory faces- a loommz, employ-' .

ie¢:shortage. .- :
.+ But; who knows on her bnl\e rrde

home next- year, a’ young student - " °
.trom Butte Middl¢ School nnz,ht' .

" stop and examine .a .plaque com=

memoratmg. engincer- Deslonde de- -

-Boisblanc, who, faméusly came* ‘up R
. with the desrgn ot INL's wO-year—old‘

Advanced Test Re'lctor whrle on his
\vork commute -

“This young ‘student’ nuz,ht ‘become-
msprred to-follow in his tootsteps to’
‘create something so lasting-and im--

portant that half a ‘Century Iater peo-

-plé arejerecting plaques to celcbrater ‘
;ithe g achrevement :

But first'she’ll need an educ'mon
'hat S where BSU comes in;-

Boise - State’ University is om of
the “nation’s- finest institutions ol

hrgher leamrng. dedicated to- help- :
. ‘ing-all 1dahoans improve theirlives, . '
1 even better; not only tor vrsltors but \ whether they livé i\Boise ‘or. B fé-

''City. That's why protessors such ‘as
Hill and Gassner will Jump on_In- -
> terstate- 84 this spring, make'a ru,ht
at' Mountain Home'and follow State--
Highway 20 until they reach Arco,:’

- “The upsrde for Boise’ State _is. it .
_ builds relatlonshlps ‘and . promotes

.-Butté County is not.the only pldce ‘technical assistance in_this commu- -

;. in-1daho-benefiting from BEA tech- ‘ nity,” | Hill said. “That INL is w1ll|n1,
-nology- -based . economic = develop- to work ‘with us to do this is incred- -
' ment grants this year Projects are ible. Hopetully tlns relatlonshrp wrll

also taking place in the Wood River , contmuc
Valley,. Clearwater Basm and Pan- :

handle Y

i
.
l

INL’s mission areas.

" i dollar we give makes a difference,”

IS

' torce development‘ e
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"
.As for Butte: C ounty and the! 2.6
people who. call it "home, results will,

- By engaging drrectly in commum- be measured in. how they wneld their
ties such as Arco, Orofino, Ketchum' new tools.. There. can,be no doubt .
ﬁ__and Coeur d’ Alene,-INL-increases. that,_as Buitte County,celebralw_lls___._ —
-its- vrsrblllty and .is able'to connect - centennlal
economic development eﬁorts to 'sidé the: box -~ those lmrdy souls in

-100 years of'living out-

. Arco, Howe, Butle City and Moore

“We work hard to make sure every ‘would have it no other. way.
"~ *This is a place where results mat- j
 said Stephanie Cook, INL’s program - ter,” Hampton said, '

‘manager - for economic and work- make the’ most of thrs opportunrty

“and 'wé plan to -
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